TALKING POINTS

IT COSTS TO FOLLOW JESUS MARK 6:14-29
——————————————————————— (1:4-8)

Discuss the pressures you face to tone down you witness.

What people or circumstances are there which have this
effect on you?

What elements of the Christian message are you tempted to
soft-pedal?

How can these situations be remedied?

We don't wish needlessly to offend people. But in
attempting to avoid offence what elements of the
Christian message are we likely to emphasise or ignore?

How would you react to the charge: 'Christians are

hypocrites; loads of talk, but their lives don't back it
1

up. ?

Is the charge justified? What weaknesses do critics have
in mind? What things would they really like to see in
Christian's lives? What do you feel would make a
positive impact?

Look up Luke 1:15b; Matt.3:7,8; Matt.11:2-6; 11:11a.
What picture of John the Baptist do vou get?

Which of his characteristics would you value for
yourself?

Read Mark 8:34,35 and Rev.2:10. Death has often been the
ultimate penalty for following Jesus. In what areas or
circumstances is this still so? Try to research some
facts.

What use will you put them to?

What do these verses say to most of us in western
society?



